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The Hard Deck 
On my transatlantic flight back to the U.S. a few days ago, I 

enjoyed watching Top Gun: Maverick. 

Awesome movie. 

It's one of the best sequels ever.  

It’s right up there with The Empire Strikes Back and The Godfather 

Part II in my mind. 

In one of the scenes, the pilots are flying in a simulated dogfight.  

The rules of the fight are that the pilot cannot go below 5,000 feet. 

That’s the hard deck.  

Presumably, the hard deck is for safety reasons.  

Flying below 5,000 feet at tremendous speeds introduces some risk! 

The stock market has a hard deck too. 

But the hard deck is not in stocks. 

It’s in bonds. 

Specifically, the performance of long-term treasuries.  

The performance of long-term treasuries can be measured by TLT, the iShares 20+ 

Year Treasury Bond ETF. 

Check out the chart on the next page. 



Issue 43 Volume 2 MAX Profits March 6, 2023 

2 
 

 

Interest rate moves entirely dictate the stock market's performance. It's all anyone talks 

about. 

The rally in stocks to start the year was due to the belief that the Federal Reserve would 

ease off interest rate increases and reverse course.  

That now seems less likely.  

Rates have risen, and TLT has backed off significantly from its recent highs. 

TLT is also close to the "hard deck."  

I have drawn a line under the $99 level on the chart.  

If the TLT breaks through that level, the next stop could be the express train to $91.  

That could mean quite the ass-kicking in stocks as rates rise significantly. 

It likely means the Federal Reserve jacked up rates higher than expected in a few 

weeks, and the consensus of a rate reversal was wrong.  

The $99 level will be a pivotal point to watch daily.  

While Friday showed a significant upside reversal, one day does not make a trend. The 

TLT had been getting spanked hard. 

A counter-trend move is typical.  

Possibly that $99 level will hold.  

Possibly it won’t. 

Monitor closely! 

 



Issue 43 Volume 2 MAX Profits March 6, 2023 

3 
 

The Risk-O-Meter remains in the "green zone."  

I have not allocated any capital in my taxable account because I was out of the country.  

Also, the market is still too overbought for my tastes. 

That said, I intend to look around this week to see if anything is enticing for the long 

term. 

I will be making my list and checking it twice. 
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50X Fortunes 
The levered ETF model remains in “risk on” mode and the position in the portfolio 

remains the Direxion Semiconductor Daily Bull 3X Shares (NYSE: SOXL). 

The model is up 20.1% since the first trade on January 17, 2023.  

The S&P 500 is up 1.6% 

Continue to expect a wild ride in this particular position.  

SOXL represents a missile with extra rocket fuel.  

Big moves happen both ways on a daily basis.  
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Investable Risk-O-Meter / Simple 

Retirement System 
I’m renaming the Investable Risk-O-Meter the Simple Retirement System.  

The old name is boring.  

The new name reflects two factors. 

First, it’s simple. It takes me 10 minutes a month to implement. This frees up time to do 

more meaningful things in my life than sitting around babysitting my portfolio. 

I set it and forget it until the next month. 

Second, the model is increasingly an important part of my retirement accounts. 

I will continue to allocate to this model as capital frees up from older trades that are sold 

off and as I contribute new capital into my retirement accounts.  

The model was down 1.06% for the month. For the year, the model is up 5.19%. Since 

inception, the model is down 1.40%. 

Conversely, the Global 60/40 Benchmark was down 2.3% on the month and is up 4.2% 

on the year. Since inception, the benchmark is down 12.49%. 

The S&P 500 is up 9.5% on the year and down 12.15% since inception. 

Here is this month’s model portfolio. There are no new trades. 

 

I love to see few trades. Lack of trading won’t sell many newsletters. However, if the 

model has no trades and a big trend develops, this is the easiest way to eye popping 

returns. 

Playing three card monte with your portfolio and constantly moving positions around is a 

good way to end up nowhere. It’s a necessary evil at times because there may be a lot 

of movement before the big trend develops. 

We will only know if a big trend develops after the fact. 

Component Position Position Size Risk ON or OFF

Market Trend MDY 25.0% RISK ON

Sentiment MDY 25.0% RISK ON

Volatilty MDY 25.0% RISK ON

Credit Risk MDY 25.0% RISK ON
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We only need one big trend once a year to do very well in the markets. And, if you catch 

a massive wave once every other year, you’re well on your way to outperforming the 

market and your neighbors! 
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Micro-Cap Millions 

 
No new trades this week. Here is the current portfolio: 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Ticker Name Return Days Held Sector

BELFB Bel Fuse, Inc. 34.01% 193 Technology

DPSI DecisionPoint Systems, Inc. -17.36% 53 Technology

EDAP EDAP TMS SA 14.23% 21 Healthcare

IRMD IRadimed Corp. 35.38% 116 Healthcare

KMDA Kamada Ltd. 11.31% 74 Healthcare

KNSA Kiniksa Pharmaceuticals Ltd. -11.62% 116 Healthcare

MGIC Magic Software Enterprises Ltd. -12.64% 14 Technology

SPOK Spok Holdings, Inc. 11.51% 4 Telecommunications

UTMD Utah Medical Products, Inc. 10.17% 4 Healthcare

UUU Universal Security Instruments, Inc. -0.77% 4 Technology
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Mega-Tech Trends 

 
There is one new trade this week. 

Buy Digi International, Inc. (Nasdaq: DGII) 

Sell Viavi Solutions, Inc. (Nasdaq: VIAV) 

Here is the current portfolio: 

 

 

 

 

 

Ticker Name Return Days Held Sector

ACLS Axcelis Technologies, Inc. 59.54% 74 Technology

BDC Belden, Inc. 15.60% 116 Technology

CRUS Cirrus Logic, Inc. 1.33% 25 Technology

CSGS CSG Systems International, Inc. -7.37% 25 Telecommunications

DGII Digi International, Inc. 0.00% NEW Technology

FN Fabrinet 0.16% 21 Technology

JBL Jabil, Inc. 2.28% 4 Technology

OSUR OraSure Technologies, Inc. 3.22% 4 Healthcare

SSTK Shutterstock, Inc. 1.69% 4 Technology

TDC Teradata Corp. -4.33% 14 Technology
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Large Cap Leaders 

 
There are no trades this week. Here is the current portfolio: 

 

 

 

 

Ticker Name Return Days Held Sector

ADBE Adobe, Inc. -5.78% 14 Technology

ADI Analog Devices, Inc. 9.03% 32 Technology

CSCO Cisco Systems, Inc. -0.85% 88 Technology

FDS FactSet Research Systems, Inc. -0.04% 45 Technology

FTNT Fortinet, Inc. -0.90% 14 Technology

KEYS Keysight Technologies, Inc. -9.58% 95 Technology

MSI Motorola Solutions, Inc. 3.95% 25 Technology

NOW ServiceNow, Inc. -5.98% 25 Technology

ORCL Oracle Corp. 2.29% 39 Technology

PAYC Paycom Software, Inc. -9.59% 21 Technology
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The Forensic Accounting Stock 

Tracker™ (FAST)  
Below are the top and bottom 50 stocks in the FAST Model for March 2023. The Model 

is updated monthly.  

How to Use FAST™  

There are several ways to use FAST™ in your investing process.  

Among them:  

• Individual stock selection -- FAST™ can help you analyze individual stocks and narrow 

your investment opportunities to the highest earnings quality equities.  

• Options Trades – FAST™ is built around identifying companies with the highest 

opportunities or risks to generate earnings results that exceed or fall short of investor 

expectations. Stocks tend to have more volatility around earnings releases. Using 

options on high/low-ranked FAST stocks may improve returns or hedging opportunities 

by betting on stocks that may exceed or fall short of analysts' and investors' 

expectations.  

• Building an Entire Portfolio – While FAST™ ranks stocks in order of earnings quality, 

there may ultimately be little difference between the #1 and #22 ranked stock, for 

example. Buying an entire basket of the top 25 or 50 stocks may provide a diversified 

portfolio with similar underlying characteristics: strong earnings quality, reasonable 

valuations, and expectations that could lead to upward revisions in the coming quarters. 

The bottom 50 stocks are ranked by their actual rank (1447-1496) instead of 1-50 

because the 50th stock was the lowest-ranked stock in the Model, but some subscribers 

needed clarification with the 1-50 rank. 
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DISCLAIMER: 

THIS COMMUNICATION IS FOR EDUCATIONAL AND INFORMATION PURPOSES AND 

DOES NOT CONSTITUTE INVESTMENT ADVICE. Any Publishing Service offered by HSD 

Publishing is for educational and informational purposes only and should NOT be construed 

as a securities-related offer of solicitation or be relied upon as personalized investment 

advice. HSD Publishing strongly recommends that you consult a licensed or registered 

professional before making any investment decision.  

THE RESULTS PRESENTED ARE NOT TYPICAL OR VERIFIED. HSD Publishing has not 

verified information regarding the historical trading performance presented. Subscribers' trading 

results have NOT been tracked or verified, past performance is not necessarily indicative of 

future results, and the results presented in this communication are NOT TYPICAL. Actual 

results will vary widely given various factors, such as experience, skill, risk mitigation practices, 

market dynamics, and the amount of capital deployed. Investing in securities is speculative and 

carries a high degree of risk; you may lose some, all, or possibly more than your original 

investment.  

HS DENT IS NOT AN INVESTMENT ADVISOR NOR A REGISTERED BROKER. Neither HSD 

Publishing nor any of its owners or employees is registered as a securities broker-dealer, 

broker, investment advisor (IA), or I.A. representative with the U.S. Securities and Exchange 

Commission, any state securities or regulatory authority, or any self-regulatory organization.  

WE MAY HOLD THE SECURITIES DISCUSSED. HSD Publishing has not been paid directly or 

indirectly by the issuer of any security mentioned in the Services. However, HS Dent, its 

owners, and its employees may purchase, sell, or hold long or short positions in securities of the 

companies mentioned in this and future communications. 

John Del Vecchio is not an employee or partner of HSD Publishing. HSD Publishing is acting 

solely as the marketing arm for John Del Vecchio and Unbounded Wealth: Max Profits. 

© 2023 HSD PUBLISHING. ALL RIGHTS RESERVED. 15016 Mountain Creek Trail Frisco, TX 

77573. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


